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Chiefly for its method, but also for its conclusions which are 
stimulating, the book very much deserves study. 

Thomas K. Davis. 

New Yoek. 

An Introduction to Social Ethics: The Social Conscience ♦» a Democ- 
racy. John M. Mecklin. New York: Harcourt, Brace and 
Howe. 1920. Pp. ix + 446. 

The close connection between scientific ethics and sociology is 
coining gradually to be recognized. This book is a most happy com- 
bination of the two subjects. It frankly bases ethical values upon 
the study of the social process. It therefore discards most of the 
paraphernalia of traditional ethics. There is no formal discussion 
of free will, of the nature of moral obligation, of the nature of good 
and evil, or of the summum bonum. Bather, after an introductory 
section of one hundred pages largely devoted to giving the historical 
setting of moral problems from Puritan times to the present, and 
after another section of about the same length devoted to a socio- 
psychological analysis of the moral sentiments, the author takes up 
the practical problems of an harmonious social order under present 
conditions, considering successively the moral problems involved in 
the relations of the individual to institutions in general, to the fam- 
ily, to the church, to the school, to private property, to machine 
industry, to business enterprise, to city life, and to the state. 

To some Professor Mecklin 's sociological approach to moral prob- 
lems will seem not sufficiently profound and critical; but to many 
others it will give value to the book. Whatever special criticisms 
may be offered, the general value of such an approach can no longer 
be doubted. The author is fully aware of the limitations of present 
social science as a basis for ethics, but it may be fairly claimed that 
he has made the best use of his available material. He rightly sees 
in social psychology the chief hope of making the study of society 
scientific and hence the best basis for a scientific social ethics, al- 
though he draws more or less upon all of the social sciences. More- 
over, he shows wide acquaintance with the best economic, political, 
and sociological writers, and usually uses their results critically, 
tiough not always. 

The author has thus produced one of the most stimulating con- 
crete ethical discussions of the problems of present democracy. The 
general title of the book is, perhaps, too broad; but its sub-title, "The 
Social Conscience in a Democracy," very nearly describes the con- 
tents of the book. As an attempt at the fusion of ethics and modern 
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social science for the solution of present social problems it deserves 
the careful consideration of all students of those problems. 

Chables a. EujWood. 
Uniyeesitt or Missoubi. 
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REVUE PHILOSOPHIQUE. September-October, 1920. Le 
mecaimme de la pensee, les schemes mentaux (pp. 161-202) : Db. 
Revault d'Allonnes.-" Modifying the statement of Aristotle, we 
assert that it is not possible to think vnthout schematizing." 
Sensation, perception, apperception, are distinguished on this basis, 
and judgment and thought studied as modes of employing schema. 
Contribution a I'etude des "regressions psychiques" (pp. 203-272) : 
Albert LECLiRE. - This study is devoted to the examination of the 
sexual aspect of the problem of psychic regressions. L'hereditS 
des caracteres acquis dans ses rapports avec le prohleme du progres, 
(pp. 273-294): Dr. S. Jankelevitch. - " Man will become refrac- 
tory to evil, not in virtue of a modification of his nature, but 
uniquely under the influence of an environment which will render 
immorality useless." Analyses et Comptes rendus. J. Hoffmana, 
La Philosophie et les philosophes, Ouvrages generaux: P. Masson- 
OuBSEL. C. A. Richardson, Spiritual Pluralism and Recent Phi- 
losophy: 6. Marcel. L, L. Penido, La Methode intuitive de M. 
Berg son: R. GuiNON. P. 6. Praneeschini, Manuale di Patrologia: 
P. Masson-Oursel. J. Roger Charbonnel, La pensee italienne au 
XV P siecle et le courant libertin: P. Masson-Oursel. Tomaso 
Campanella, Cittd del Sole: P. M.-0. H. L. A. Visser, Collectief 
Psychologische Omtrekken: A. van Gennep. Giuseppe de Castel- 
lotti, Elementi di Etica: J. Per^s. Bevue des Periodiques. 

THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLOGY, July, 1920. 
Psycho-analysis of Charlotte Bronte, as a type of Woman of Oenius 
(pp. 221-272) : Lucille DooLEY.-The desolate childhood, the self- 
sacrificing womanhood and the gloomy home life are revealed in the 
writing of this brilliant author. The writer emphasizes the influ- 
ence of the father. An Experimental Study of Visual Form (pp. 
273-300) : M. J. ZiGLER. - Visual form presents a dual problem, one 
in psychology and the other in applied logic. Identical stimuli ap- 
proached in different sets of attitudes may arouse perceptions of 
different forms, while different stimuli approached in the same atti- 
tudes may arouse the same form. Minor studies from the Psycho- 
logical Laboratory of Cornell University. A note on the theory of 
Blacks, Greys and Whites (pp. 301-302) : F. L. Dimmick. - Blacks, 



